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Harnessing the power of a global 
network spanning five continents, 
Bank ABC (incorporated in the 
Kingdom of Bahrain as Arab Banking 
Corporation B.S.C.) continues to build 
upon its legacy as an Arab banking 
pioneer, linking the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) with major 
financial markets across the globe. 

Headquartered in the Kingdom of 
Bahrain, Bank ABC plays a key role 
in helping clients discover and seize 
global opportunities, strengthening 
trade flows to and from MENA.

Established in 1980 by the 
governments of Kuwait (Kuwait 
Investment Authority), Abu Dhabi 

(Abu Dhabi Investment Authority) 
and Libya (Central Bank of Libya), 
three of MENA’s largest sovereign 
investors, Bank ABC firmly put the 
Arab world’s stamp on the global 
banking industry. Until then, this 
had been dominated by banks from 
mature economies and international 
financial centres such as Tokyo, 
London and New York.

In this relatively short period, 
Bank ABC has grown into one of 
MENA’s largest and most influential 
banking groups, with a 2,800-strong 
employee base and a geographical 
footprint that touches Europe,  
the Americas and the Far East. 

Our Strategic Intent

To be MENA’s leading
international bank
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Bank ABC’s rapid expansion, through 
a combination of organic growth  
and strategic acquisitions, has 
created a financial institution with 
experience in structuring complex 
cross border deals across a range 
of products and sectors, with the 
agility necessary to execute them 
successfully. 

These transactions, including both 
conventional and Shari’a-compliant 
solutions, total billions of dollars 
each year, impacting emerging 
economies in the region in a 
major way and helping to create 
thousands of jobs.

Bank ABC has played a significant 
role in the Gulf region’s oil and gas 
industry, and continues to support 
major projects in the sector. It has 
also been pivotal in supporting high-
growth telecoms industries, both in 
the Gulf and North Africa. 

Bank ABC works with top tier 
companies, government agencies, 
central banks, other financial 
institutions, and major players in 
industries such as petrochemicals, 
aviation and shipping, helping them 
raise funds through syndications, 
and bond and Sukuk issues. 

In addition to its treasury, corporate 
and international banking businesses, 
Bank ABC has a sophisticated and 

growing network of retail branches 
covering Egypt, Tunisia, Algeria and 
Jordan; and has a Shari’a-compliant 
presence in the UK. It also has a major 
payment cards subsidiary, Arab 
Financial Services (AFS), which is also 
the Middle East’s leading provider of 
electronic payments and consumer 
finance outsourcing services.

These are just the opening chapters 
in Bank ABC’s journey. Its strength, 
derived from a strong capital base 
and a deep knowledge of local 
markets, puts Bank ABC in a unique 
position to achieve its strategic 
intent of becoming MENA’s leading 
international bank.

A team committed 
to your success

Our Promise
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Bank ABC’s network of offices is 
strategically spread in key financial 
centres in developed and emerging 
markets across the globe. 

This geographic reach allows 
the Bank to offer companies and 
institutions a unique range of 
international wholesale banking 
products and intermediate cross-
border trade and investment, both 
within MENA and with the rest  
of the world.

With almost four decades of 
experience, Bank ABC’s solutions 
combine world class best practice 
with a tailored, relationship-based 
approach. Being one of the largest 

MENA-based banking groups  
allows the Bank to offer a valuable 
insight into the local cultures and 
business practices of this vast  
and diverse region.

Whether it is trade finance, project 
and structured finance, syndications, 
Islamic banking or any other 
wholesale banking requirement, 
sophisticated clients have come to 
rely on Bank ABC’s ability to deliver 
successful solutions for large-scale 
projects and investments around  
the MENA region.

Bank ABC is also one of MENA’s 
pioneering trade financiers, having 
played a crucial role in the region’s 

rapid economic advancement over 
the last few decades. Its creative 
trade finance solutions have helped 
boost the trade and investment 
flows in many countries in the region. 
An important link between MENA 
and global financial markets, Bank 
ABC has a long-standing reputation 
as an experienced and reliable 
partner in structuring transactions 
that mitigate country risk, and 
produce solutions that help clients 
execute their contracts successfully.

•	To	create	a	high-performing	client-centric	bank
•	To	continue	to	grow	our	primary	banking	franchises		
in	MENA	and	Brazil

•	To	seek	inorganic	opportunities	that	will	complement		
our	primary	markets,	international	network	and	capabilities

•	To	enhance	the	Group’s	operating	model	whilst	preserving		
our	organisational	health

Our Objectives
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Group Treasury & Financial Markets 
at Bank ABC enjoys the unique 
advantage of our presence in more 
than 17 countries, which enables it to 
provide both local and international 
expertise for its own investments 
and proprietary portfolios, as well as 
providing the best possible solutions 
to our clients.

Bank ABC serves major corporations, 
central banks, quasi-governmental 
organisations and major financial 
institutions. Our Treasury and its 
experienced staff work closely 
together with the sales team to 
provide clients with the most efficient 
solutions, covering a wider range 

of asset classes, including foreign 
exchange, money market, credit  
and marketable securities, equities 
and commodities.

The Treasury also offers both risk 
management and yield-enhancing 
structures on loans, deposits 
and standalone over the counter 
(OTC) solutions. Our extensive 
proprietary and trading portfolio 
in corporate bonds gives us the 
ability to be market makers; this is 
complemented by our Repo desk, 
which serves our institutional  
and corporate clients. Bank ABC  
also provides Shari’a-compliant 
financial solutions.

•	Foreign	exchange
•	Money	market	and	repos
•	Commodities
•	Credit	and	marketable	securities
•	Structured	investment	products
•	Derivatives	and	corporate	hedging	solutions
•	Shari’a-compliant	treasury	products
•	Asset	and	portfolio	management

Discretionary and non-discretionary 
portfolio services are also available 
to institutional clients interested in 
investing in fixed- and floating-rate 
government bonds, emerging market 
debt and equities, and equity and 
bond derivatives. Our experienced 
investment team has a strong track 
record in managing clients’ portfolios 
against pre-defined benchmarks.
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Sophisticated 
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Seamlessly combining financial 
advisory services with project 
and asset-based lending, Bank 
ABC structures complex financial 
solutions that leverage the  
full coordinated capabilities  
of its network. 

The Bank offers strategic, 
commercial and financial advice  
on all industries of economic 
importance to MENA. Dedicated 
relationship managers coordinate 
the delivery of these products to 
corporate and institutional clients 
across the region, as well as  
to international banks active  
in the region.

Bank ABC is staffed with specialists 
in finance as well as experts in the 
industries being served. Over the 
years, the Bank has provided tens 
of billions of dollars in financing to 
mega projects in the petrochemicals, 
oil and gas, power and water, mining 
and metals, infrastructure, shipping, 
aviation, and telecom sectors. 

With a track record in structuring, 
arranging, underwriting and 
syndicating many successful 
transactions, Bank ABC also advises 
international clients looking to invest  
in MENA, linking them with partners  
in the region.

•	Corporate	banking	and	financial	institutions
•	Project	and	structured	finance
•	Syndications
•	Trade	finance



Trade Finance is a core product area 
for Bank ABC, supporting the flows  
of trade and investment between 
MENA and the rest of the world. 

The Bank provides a wide range of 
solutions to cater for clients’ trade 
financing needs – from traditional 
documentary credits, guarantees  
and export credit agency facilities, 
through a range of more tailored 
products such as pre-export 
financing, forfaiting and receivables 
financing; as well as innovative and 
cutting-edge Islamic structures.

Bank ABC is a creative solution 
provider with a reputation for using 
its considerable experience to 
structure transactions that 
mitigate country risk and produce 
competitive financial packages. 
In this way, the Bank helps clients 
make sure they complete contracts 
successfully.

The Trade Finance unit has 
executives based in Bahrain, London, 
Paris, Frankfurt, Milan, Stockholm, 
Istanbul, Moscow, New York, 
Singapore and Sao Paolo. From both 
financial and manufacturing sector 
backgrounds, the team has many 
years’ experience in the fields of 
trade, commodity and export finance.

Bank ABC | Corporate Profile
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Bank ABC leverages its origination, 
structuring and distribution skills 
across the Group to help clients 
achieve their trade and investment 
goals in the MENA region and beyond.

•	Letters	of	credit
•	Back-to-back	letters	of	credit
•	ECA	backed	financing
•	Commodity	financing
•	Irrevocable	reimbursement	undertakings
•	Contract	bonding
•	Documentary	collections
•	Forfaiting
•	Receivables	financing
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Bank ABC originates, structures  
and distributes syndicated loans 
worth billions of dollars on  
behalf of government entities, 
financial institutions and major 
corporate clients. 

As one of the leading syndication 
banks in the MENA region, Bank  
ABC offers a full range of solutions, 
including project and Islamic financing.

Bank ABC distributes these 
syndicated loans globally, and is 
active in the MENA region’s primary 
and secondary loan markets.

A deep understanding of the  
loan market, relationships with 
leading regional and international 
institutions, and structuring, execution 
and distribution strengths, combine  
to make Bank ABC an ideal partner.

•	Project	finance
•	Corporate	finance
•	Islamic	finance
•	Asset	finance
•	Structured	finance
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An early entrant into the Shari’a-
compliant banking and financial 
services industry, Bank ABC is today 
a global player in this arena, providing 
a comprehensive suite of products in 
MENA through Bahrain-based Bank 
ABC Islamic, and in Europe through 
Bank ABC’s Islamic Financial Services in 
the United Kingdom. 

These sophisticated offerings include 
treasury services, profit rate swaps, 
Wa’ad-based solutions and options, 
and bespoke structured solutions. 

Bank ABC Islamic is also active in 
corporate banking transaction 
underwritings and syndications, 

project and asset financing, and 
structured products such as Sukuk 
and securitisation.

Bank ABC also provides investment 
products and portfolio management 
services in international trade and 
commodities and  equipment leasing. 

In the UK, Bank ABC’s Islamic Financial 
Services is very active in financing 
real estate opportunities for investors 
principally from the Arab World region. 
This is in addition to other offerings 
including Turkish corporate lending, 
leasing and Islamic hedging products.

•	Islamic	wholesale	banking	services
•	Islamic	project	finance
•	Islamic	structured	products
•	Islamic	trade	finance
•	Islamic	liability	management	services
•	Islamic	treasury	services	and	hedging	products
•	Islamic	investment	and	asset	management	services
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Bank ABC offers retail banking 
products and services through its 
subsidiaries in Algeria, Egypt, Jordan 
and Tunisia. The retail business has 
made significant investments to 
offer bespoke regional and segment 
specific products and services 
delivered through an extensive 
network of distribution channels, 
which has more than doubled since 
2007. In line with the Bank’s strategic 
intent, a plan to further expand  
its distribution channels is being 
actively pursued. 

In addition to traditional branches, 
customers also enjoy a wide network 
of onsite and offsite ATMs. A host of 
e-banking channels such as Online 

Banking, SMS Banking and Phone 
Banking are also available to provide 
seamless 24x7 banking service. 
A centralised call centre enriches 
customers experience with the Bank, 
supported by teams of well-trained 
direct sales officers focused on 
personalised selling.

The Bank caters to the needs of 
a wide spectrum of customers, 
including premium banking facilities 
for HNW clients. A variety of savings 
and investment products, payment 
products, lifestyle enhancers and 
wealth creation products are offered 
to customers. In line with the Bank’s 
commitment to niche markets, it 
is also focused on addressing the 

•	Personal	finance
•	Debit	and	credit	cards
•	Deposit	accounts
•	Affluent	banking	and	wealth	management
•	E-Banking
•	Small	business	banking

growing needs of the small and 
medium business segment. A robust 
credit management culture is at 
the core of driving credit and risk 
management: underwriting, portfolio 
quality and product management 
processes. The Loan Origination 
System, Collection Systems and 
dedicated collection teams ensure 
risk minimisation and profitability 
maximisation. The Bank’s Retail 
Centre of Excellence in Bahrain drives 
the strategic business direction 
and supervises the development 
and realignment of products and 
segments to ensure continued 
profitability of the business.
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Facts and figures

Capital	

Authorised: US$3.5 billion 
Paid up: US$3.11 billion

Number of Employees 

2,800

Products & Services	

Bank ABC offers a wide range  
of international wholesale banking 
services including Corporate Banking 
& Financial Institutions, Project & 
Structured Finance, Syndications, 
Treasury, Trade Finance, and Islamic 
Banking as well as Retail Banking  
in a number of MENA countries. 

Stocks 

Bank ABC has a total of  
3.11 billion shares of common stock 
outstanding. Stocks are traded  
on the Bahrain Bourse under the 
ABC symbol. 

Historical Background 

Bank ABC was incorporated in 
Bahrain as Arab Banking Corporation 
B.S.C. pursuant to Amiri Decree  
Law No. 2 for the year 1980  
on 17th January 1980 with an 
authorised capital of US$1 billion.

By April 1981, US$750 million had 
been fully paid by ABC’s original 
three shareholders: the Ministry of 
Finance of Kuwait (whose shares 
have since been transferred to 
the Kuwait Investment Authority), 
the Libyan Secretariat of Treasury 

(whose shares were later transferred 
to the Central Bank of Libya)  
and the Abu Dhabi Investment 
Authority.

At the end of 1989, ABC’s authorised 
share capital was increased to 
US$1,500 million and in June 
1990, paid-up capital was raised 
to US$1,000 million through an 
international share offering.

In June 2006, ABC’s shares were split 
$10 to $1 in order to boost trading 
activities by placing them in the 
same range as other shares quoted 
on the Bahrain Bourse. Currently, 
ABC has over 1,300 institutional  
and individual shareholders.

At an Extraordinary General 
Meeting held in April 2008, ABC’s 
shareholders approved an increase 
in the authorised capital from  
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US$1.5 billion to US$2.5 billion and an 
increase in issued and paid up capital 
from US$1.0 billion to US$2.0 billion 
by way of a priority rights share 
offering to existing shareholders.

Another Extraordinary General 
Meeting was held on 28th January, 
2010 to approve an increase in the 
authorised capital from US$2.5 billion 
to US$3.5 billion and an increase  
in issued and paid up capital from 
US$2.0 billion to US$3.11 billion  
by way of a priority rights share 
offering to existing shareholders.

In December 2010 the Central 
Bank of Libya acquired the 
17.72% shareholding of Abu Dhabi 
Investment Authority in ABC, 
increasing its stake to 59.37%.

Global Presence

• US
• Brazil
• UK
• France
• Germany
• Italy
• Sweden
• Russia
• Turkey
• Singapore
• Iran
• Bahrain
• Jordan
• Egypt
• Tunisia
• Algeria
• Cayman Islands



Page 18

Bank ABC | Corporate Profile

Bank ABC has received a large 
number of prestigious industry 
awards in recognition of its 
professionalism, excellence, customer 
service and pioneering role in the 
Middle East’s banking sector. 

2015

• ‘Best Bank in Bahrain’ from Banker  
Middle East

•  ‘Best Trade Finance Provider’  
in Bahrain from Global Finance

•  ‘Best Local Trade Finance Bank in  
Bahrain’ from Global Trade Review

2014

• ‘Best Trade Finance Bank 2014’ 
from Global Finance

• ‘Best Real Estate Deal’ from 
EUROMONEY Islamic Finance 
Awards

2013

• ‘Best Trade Finance Bank in  
Bahrain 2013’ from Global Finance

• ‘Best Trade Finance Bank’ from 
International Finance Magazine

2012

• ‘World’s Best Emerging Markets 
Bank Award 2012’ from  
Global Finance

2011

• ‘World’s Best Emerging Markets 
Bank Award 2011’ from Global 
Finance

2010

• ‘Best Trade Finance Bank in Bahrain 
2010’ from Global Finance

2008

• ‘Best Islamic Mortgage Provider’ 
and ‘Most Innovative Islamic 
Finance Structure’ from the 
International Real Estate & Finance 
Awards

2007

• ‘Best Foreign Exchange Bank in 
Bahrain 2007’ from Global Finance

Awards
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2006

• ‘Best Foreign Exchange Bank in 
Bahrain 2006’ from Global Finance

2005

• ‘Best Foreign Exchange Bank in 
Bahrain 2005’ from Global Finance

2004

• ‘Best Corporate Bank’ from Banker 
Middle East magazine

2002

• ‘Best Emerging Market Bank’ from 
Global Finance
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19901980

ABC was 
established in 
Bahrain with  
US$1 billion 
authorised  
share capital.

London and  
New York branches 
opened.

Singapore office 
opened. 

ABC acquires  
Richard Daus & Co.  
in Germany. 

ABC acquires Banco 
Atlantico, one of 
Spain’s largest banks.

Banque Internationale  
De Monaco acquired.

ABC IT Services Ltd 
launched. 

Office in Tehran 
opened. 

Office opened  
in Algeria. 

ABC opened 
Tripoli office. 

ABC Milan  
Branch 
opened.

ABC opened new 
Head Office building 
in Manama.

ABC floats on 
Bahrain & Paris 
exchanges,  
US$350 million  
raised in capital.

Authorised share 
capital was increased 
to US$1,500 million.

ABC Jordan launched.

ABC Tunis 
offshore branch 
opened. 

Offices opened 
in Cairo and 
Casablanca. 

ABC  
International  
Bank PLC 
established  
in London. 

Office  
opened in  
Abu Dhabi. 

The founding 
shareholders were 
Kuwait Ministry 
of Finance, Libyan 
Secretariat of 
Treasury (currently 
the Central Bank of 
Libya) and the Abu 
Dhabi Investment 
Authority.

Office in Bahrain 
opened.

Paris office opened.

ABC acquires a 
controlling stake in the 
Hong Kong – based Sin 
Hung Kai Bank (renamed 
in 1986 to International 
Bank of Asia).

ABC Investment & 
Services Co (E.C.) 
established.

97969594939291898887868584838281

Significant developments in our history
Milestones
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2000 2010 2015

Stockholm 
office opened.

Office in  
Iraq opened.

ABC’s authorised  
capital increased  
to US$2.5 billion  
and paid up  
capital increased  
to US$2 billion.

ABC shifts strategic 
focus to business in 
MENA, maintaining 
strong presence in 
the Arab World. 

ABC Egypt launched.

ABC Tunisie 
established.

Office in Beirut 
opened. 

ABC acquires 
majority stake 
in Arab Financial 
Services (AFS).

Moscow  
office opened.

ABC’s authorised 
capital increases  
to US$3.5 billion  
and paid up capital  
to US$3.1 billion. 

New growth 
strategy adopted.

New brand 
identity unveiled.

Office opened  
in Istanbul.

ABC Algeria launched.

ABC Islamic Bank 
launched.

Banco ABC Brasil 
launched.

040302019998 05 06 07 08 09 11 12 13 14
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Sao Paolo

New York

London

Paris

Frankfurt

Milan Stockholm

Istanbul

Moscow

Manama

Amman

Cairo

Algiers

Tunis

Tripoli

Tehran

Singapore

The	first	MENA-based	bank	to	
become	a	serious	player	in	the	
global	financial	markets,	Bank	
ABC	is	one	of	the	most	diverse	
banking	groups	in	the	region,	
both	in	terms	of	geography	and	
offerings.	It	has	a	worldwide	
network	of	subsidiaries,	branches,	
and	representative	offices,	
providing	a	presence	in	principal	
international	financial	centres	in	
the	Americas,	Europe	and	Asia,		
as	well	as	in	key	MENA	markets.

International network 
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Sao Paolo

New York

London

Paris

Frankfurt

Milan Stockholm

Istanbul

Moscow

Manama

Amman

Cairo

Algiers

Tunis

Tripoli

Tehran

Singapore
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BAHRAIN

Head	Office

ABC Tower, Diplomatic Area
PO Box 5698, Manama
Kingdom of Bahrain
Tel: (973) 1754 3715
Fax: (973) 1753 3163
bank-abc.com
webmaster@bank-abc.com

Bank	ABC	Islamic

ABC Tower, Diplomatic Area
PO Box 2808, Manama
Kingdom of Bahrain
Tel: (973) 1754 3342
Fax: (973) 1753 6379 / 1753 3972

JORDAN

PO Box 926691, Amman 11190, Jordan
Tel: (962) (6) 5633 500
Fax: (962) (6) 5686 291
info@bank-abc.com

TURKEY

Eski Büyükdere Cad. Ayazaga Yolu Sok
Iz Plaza No: 9 Kat:19 D:69
34398 Maslak, Istanbul, Turkey
Tel: (90) (212) 329 8000
Fax: (90) (212) 290 6891
abcib.istanbul@bank-abc.com

IRAN

4th Floor West
No. 17 East Haghani Expressway
Tehran 1518858138, Iran
Tel: (98) (21) 8879 1105 / 8879 1106
Fax: (98) (21) 8888 2198

EGYPT

1, El Saleh Ayoub St., Zamalek
Cairo, Egypt
Tel: (202) 2736 2684
Fax: (202) 2736 3614 /43
abcegypt@bank-abc.com

ALGERIA

PO Box 367
38 Avenue des Trois Freres Bouaddou
Bir Mourad Rais, Algiers, Algeria
Tel: (213) (0) 23 56 95 11/22/23
(213) (0) 23 56 95 01
Fax: (213) (0) 23 56 92 08
information@bank-abc.com

TUNISIA

ABC Building, Rue du Lac d’Annecy
Les Berges du Lac, 1053 Tunis, Tunisia
Tel: (216) (71) 861 861
Fax: (216) (71) 960 427 / 960 406
(216) (71) 860 921 / 860 835
abc.tunis@bank-abc.com

LIBYA

That Emad Administrative Centre Tower 5
16th Floor, PO Box 91191, Tripoli, Libya
Tel: (218) (21) 335 0226
(218) (21) 335 0227 / 335 0228
Fax: (218) (21) 335 0229

UNITED	KINGDOM

Arab Banking Corporation House
1-5 Moorgate, London EC2R 6AB, UK
Tel: (44) (20) 7776 4000
Fax: (44) (20) 7606 9987
abcib@bank-abc.com

FRANCE

4 Rue Auber, 75009 Paris, France
Tel: (33) (1) 4952 5400
Fax: (33) (1) 4720 7469
abcib.paris@bank-abc.com

Global directory



GERMANY

Neue Mainzer Strasse 75
60311 Frankfurt am Main, Germany
Tel: (49) (69) 7140 30
Fax: (49) (69) 7140 3240
abcib.frankfurt@bank-abc.com

ITALY

Via Amedei, 8, 20123 Milan, Italy
Tel: (39) (02) 863 331
Fax: (39) (02) 8645 0117
abcib.milan@bank-abc.com

RUSSIA

4th floor, 10 block C
Presnenskaya naberezhnaya
Moscow 123317, Russia
Tel: (7) 495 651 6649
Fax: (7) 495 651 6696
abcib.moscow@bank-abc.com

SWEDEN

Stortorget 18-20
SE-111 29 Stockholm, Sweden
Tel: (46) 823 0450
Fax: (46) 823 0523
abcib.stockholm@bank-abc.com

BRAZIL

Banco ABC Brasil
Av. Cidade Jardim, 803 – 2nd floor –
Itaim Bibi – São Paulo-SP -
CEP: 01453-000, Brazil
Tel: (55) (11) 317 02000
Fax: (55) (11) 317 02001
www.abcbrasil.com.br

UNITED	STATES

27th Floor, 600 Third Avenue
New York, NY 10016-1907, USA
Tel: (1) (212) 583 4720
Fax: (1) (212) 583 0921
GRAND CAYMAN
c/o ABC New York Branch

SINGAPORE

9 Raffles Place, #60-03 Republic Plaza
Singapore 048619
Tel: (65) 653 59339
Fax: (65) 653 26288

SISTER	COMPANIES

Arab	Financial	Services	B.S.C.	(c)

PO Box 2152, Manama
Kingdom of Bahrain
Tel: (973) 17 290 333
Fax: (973) 17 291 323

ABC	(IT)	Services	Ltd.

Arab Banking Corporation House
1-5 Moorgate, London EC2R 6AB, UK
Tel: (44) (20) 7776 4050
Fax: (44) (20) 7606 2708
abcits@bank-abc.com



A team committed to your success 

Head Office P.O. Box 5698, Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Licensed as a conventional wholesale bank by the Central Bank of Bahrain

T +973 1754 3715
F +973 1753 3163

www.bank-abc.com


